
• Th anks to everyone for your Resident 
Updates—we  love to hear your work and 
life reports! We've changed our Facebook 
account to a Fan Page. As a result, we 
no longer have a Resident news–posting 
function on our Website. To post your 
events or news, or to fi nd out what fellow 
alumni are up to, go to Facebook and search 
for Blue Mountain Center.  If you don't do 
social media, continue to send us your news 
via email, and we will save them to share in 
next year's newsletter. 
• Th e BMC Website was updated in 
other ways too this year—we posted a 
downloadable PDF version of 2010's Blue 
Notes and will post 2011's by the time you receive the hard 
copy. We continue to work on new features, and—still no 
techies—we welcome your feedback and ideas.

• Former Residents are invited to throw 
their hat into the ring for the third annual 
Memorial Day Weekend Alumni Residency, 
from May 23 to May 28. If you'd like to be 
part of this still newish tradition, please send 
us an email to bmc@bluemountaincenter.
org. Th e deadline for expressing your interest 
is April 15. We'll have a lottery drawing and 
let you know the results by April 22. 
• We're looking for helpers enthused by the 
idea of joining our  work force for Spring 
Work Weekend 2012. Please let us know by 
email if you are interested in joining us for 
gardening, construction, painting, window-
washing, raking, canoeing (of course there will 

be time!), and the usual great family-style BMC dinner and 
conversational hoopla. 

Blue Mountain Center
PO Box 109
Blue Mountain Lake, NY 12812-0109
bmc@bluemountaincenter.org

Address Service Requested

2012 @ blue mountain center

[Printed on paper from sustainably harvested forests]

Have you not heard from us in a while? We may be traveling the Web and following the mail truck to fi nd you! If your 
contact information is new, please email it to us—and tell us what’s up in the bargain: bmc@bluemountaincenter.org.

What's New, What's Tried and True

Blue Line at Blue Mountain by 
Session One's Tatana Kellner.

MINK in the BOATHOUSE
Wildlife (and wild-weather) moments at BMC

Newsletter of the Friends of Blue Mountain Center
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As it did elsewhere 
around the planet, 
nature showed 
ferocious force this 

year in the Central Adirondacks. 
In BMC’s own slice of woods 
and lakes, surprises came in 
many forms, adding up to one of 
the most fecund seasons in BMC 
history. 

Historic rains and fl ooding 
joined the spring thaw, although 
compared to other park areas and 
Vermont, we got off  relatively 
easy. In late April, some of our most loyal friends found 
themselves re-routed to BMC for Work Weekend, while 
others braved Route 28 as the Hudson lapped the road, 
arriving safely before the river reached a record high. 

What all the wet provided for, however, was a gradual 
unfolding of miraculous sights: One tiny frog splayed 
theatrically on the composer’s studio sliding glass door 
represented hundreds less visible in the grass. Triplet fawns 
dozed in the daff odils by Harriet’s cottage while, on the water, 
loons nested, worryingly, at the mouth of the busy channel 
joining Eagle Lake to Utowana. Before too long a small fl eet of 
downy babies were riding atop their backs. Th ere was the usual  
assortment of magnifi cent birds, minks, turtles, and baby otters. 
A coyote pup trotted by the tennis court one night, and by the 
time a “mountain lion” reached the Gray Cottage, according to 
“Telephone”–style Resident gossip, it had turned into a fox. 

No one ever heard, or saw, the bear that wrecked the 
compost night after night. But in addition to the wailing 
songs of loon couples each night, and the yelping of coyote 

packs gathered in the fi elds, a 
high-pitched squeaking was 
reported by one artist working 
in her studio. Th e sound turned 
out to be the chattering of fox 
pups camped out  beneath 
her window. Lucky for us, 
they could be seen at all hours 
playing or sleeping (in their 
wonderful, braidlike coil) 
through the woodshed window. 
Th is makeshift sight-seeing 
station became so popular 
during Session Two that another 

resident dubbed it the “New Fox News”—one of the most 
life-affi  rming, feel-good programs around. 

Unfortunately for all Resident humans, black fl ies and 
mosquitoes were no exception to nature’s abundance, making 
for some of the most oppressive swarms ever endured. Th e 
garden balked at the rain, but mosses and fungi fl ourished in the 
grass and forest, yielding plenty of mushrooms and wildfl owers. 

Despite the rainy season we were not without our share of 
perfect, sun-drenched days, and we used them to venture across 
the lakes and up the mountain to Castle Rock, or paddle from 
Raquette Lake into the serpentine Marion River and back to our 
dock. On those days the water had that serene, forgiving quality, 
at once translucent and pure blue, invigorating and inviting. It 
was important to hold this memory close once the wet returned 
with a vengeance in late August, as Hurricane Irene morphed 
into a “tropical storm” and barreled through the North Country. 
So we were reminded, once again, as sheets of water cascaded 
off  of the roof and the lake exuded a gray-green light, of our 
smallness in this world. —Nica Horvitz

Mink captured by Session Three Resident Naoe Suzuki
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CONFERENCES
How To Close a Prison

The Adirondacks are a place of abundance. In addition 

to a wealth of trees, lakes, and animals, unfortunately, 

they also have many dying towns and an abundance of 

dying prisons. By some estimates nearly one percent of the 

world’s prisoners are in upstate New York. The big news up 

here, and coming to the rest of rural America, I hope, is that 

prisons are being slated to close in historic numbers—alas, 

mostly for budgetary rather than moral reasons. Apparently 

locking away thousands of non-violent offenders hundreds of 

miles away from their families is a luxury we just can’t afford 

anymore.

In light of this news, it was both timely and fascinating 

that 20 Adirondack and national prison-justice and rural 

economic-development planners gathered at BMC to explore 

this change and its potential impact on rural communities. As 

someone who has come to love the struggling communities 

(as well as the trees and lakes) of the Adirondacks—it was 

refreshing to see committed, smart people asking not if or 

when prisons should close, but how.

 This question motivated an exploration of how prison 

closures might be structured to keep neighboring towns 

healthy and create a political climate in which rural 

communities can gather ideas and support for an economy 

that does not rely on the incarceration of their (mostly urban) 

fellow citizens. The group discussed the power and political 

structures that led to our current rural prison systems, and 

considered how to reverse the perception that prisons are the 

only economic hope for rural America.

 Finally, during the conversation around models for the 

actual closing of large institutions, BMC staff was pleased 

to share the story of former Resident Anna Schuleit’s art 

installations marking the closing of mental institutions in 

Massachusetts. Ms. Schuleit’s work reminded the group of the 

important role art can play in addressing the social aspects of 

political institutions and acknowledging change.  

     — Ben Strader

OUCH! 

When Tropical Storm Irene blew 
into the BMC campus, she left 

a mess of toppled trees, fried offi  ce 
machines and kitchen appliances, and a 
pierced-through porch roof. As we pick 
up the pieces, repair this and replace 
that—we ask for your support. Heroic 
volunteers have held the place together 
with great skill and heart over the years. 
Now the time has come to start on a 
holistic project of renewal: Electricians 
are exploring how to upgrade the electri-

cal service throughout the clubhouse building to protect computers, other sensitive 
electronics, and appliances from surges. Carpenters are investigating new roofi ng 
and screens that will help the porch carry the snow load and deter the black fl ies. But 
these projects, and others that have been postponed several times over, are beyond 
our limited annual building fund. With your contributions we can bring BMC back 
to life, better than ever, in time for the fi rst group of Residents to settle in next June. 
You’ll fi nd a donation envelope a few pages on. (Donations to BMC are tax-deduct-
ible.) Many thanks. 

Irene hurled a huge branch through the
clubhouse screened-porch roof.
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PRESENTS and PRESENCE

Ally Acker
Buzz Alexander

Mia Alvar 
The Atlantic

   Philanthropies
Ann Bailey & 

Boren Chertkov
Allison Barlow
Harriet Barlow 

Peter Barnes 
L.R. Berger

Charles Biggs
Lynn Boucher  
Andrew Boyd 

Amadee Braxton 
Sarah Browning

Kate Chieco
Stuart Clarke & Ginna 

Tiernan
Steve Cobble
Chuck Collins

Henri Cole
Leslie Concannon

Cloee Cooper
Sophia Cooper

Meehan Crist
Allen Davis III

Alexis De Veaux
James Dobner
Emily Doolittle

Laurel Doud
Carol Downs 
Ellen Driscoll

Ron Drummond
Bill Finnegan

Kathleen Fluegel
Shep Foreman
Sesshu Foster
Kermit Frazier 

Susan Freireich 
Michael Glier
Alice Gordon

Andrea Hairston & 
Pan Welland

        Masha Hamilton
Wenonah Hauter 

Philip Harndon
Billy Hayes 

Karen Hayes
Marica Henry

Adam Hochschild
Rick Hillis 

   & Nancy Reisman 
John Hollenbeck 

Eric Holmlund 
Andy Hsaio

Tessa Huxley 
   & Andy Reicher 
Walidah Imarishi 

Denise Iris
Susan Jefts 

Bud Jennings
Conrad Johnson 

Ann Jones
Sabrina Jones

Molly Kane
Nancy Kates

Martha Ellen Katz
Tatana Kellner
Sheila Kinney

& Chris Marzec
Kim Klein & 

Stephanie Roth
Hugh Knox
Sybil Kollar

Michael Korie
Jim Lardner

Hyekyung Lee  
David Lloyd

Sabra Loomis
Gregory Maguire
Juliette Majot &
Ian McWilliam

Anne Makepeace
Kirk Marckwald & 
Christina Desser
Susanne Mason

Dan Meltzer

Holly D. Metz
Chris Millis
Shari Motro
Lynne & Peter
   Nathan 
Mindy Nierenberg
Rita Nolan & 
Chris Colarusso
Larry Olds
Lizzie Olesker
1000 lbs Guerrilla
   Theatre 
Suzanne Opton
Suzanne Orlando
Kathleen O’Toole
Thomas Paquette
Eli Pariser
Donna Parson
Daniel Pearle
David Petersen
Tenzin Phuntsog
Supriya Pillai
Howardena Pindell

Richard Posner
John Raine
Karen Ramos
Tanya Rey
Robin & Dan Remick 
Frances Richey 
Julie Ristau & 
Jay Walljasper
Favianna Rodriguez
Laurie Sandell
Catherine Sasanov
Carrie Scanga
Jay Schimdt
Sejal Shah
Michael Sheridan
Paul Shore
Franz W. Sichel
  Foundation
Judith Simonian
Lottie Sneed
Vincent Stanley & 
Nora Gallagher
Eric Stover
Sylvia Sukop
Pireeni  
  Sundaralingam
Naoe Suzuki
Tom Van der Water
Manisha Vaze
Jan Waterman & 
Andy Robinson
Charles Watts
Joyce Ellen Weinstein
Rhone & Harvey
  Weinstein 
Sara Wendt
Nicole Willard
David R. Wolcott
Eric Wolf
Cathy Woodson
Imin Yeh

For what you’ve given us, for what you can give again, we thank you.

If you gave to Blue Mountain Center and you are not on this list, please let us know so we can thank you properly.

Fall, 2001, Leaf 1 by long-time Resident Beth Thielen



O
ver the course 

of the year we 

were saddened 

by the deaths of four 

friends of Blue Mountain 

Center. KAREN AQUA 
(above, far left), a Resident 

in 2006, inspired fellows 

and staff alike with 

her beautiful, patiently 

crafted animated fi lms. 

Her work and life were 

given a fi ne appreciation 

in the Boston Globe on 

June 5. • RICHARD 
CLAUDE (above, far right) 

was the founding editor 

of the Human Rights 

Quarterly and the author 

of Educating for Human 

Rights: The Philippines 

and Beyond. He taught 

government and politics 

at the University of 

Maryland, and was a 

visiting professor at 

Princeton University. • A 

sad report from the Public 

Art Network confi rmed 

the March death of 

RICHARD POSNER 
(above, second from left): 

"Richard was one of a 

group of politically active 

Seattle-based artists who 

worked both in public and 

studio art, incorporating 

social commentary in 

the work he did. He 

didn’t believe in simply 

placing art in public but 

conceived his work as 

commentary on public 

issues." • With the death 

this spring of JONATHAN 
ROWE (above, second 

from right), BMC, the work 

of the Commons, the 

community of Pt. Reyes, 

CA,  his many friends, and 

his family lost an original, 

precise, morally astute and 

visionary voice. 

See jonathanrowe.org for 

a compelling archive of his 

writings. 
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RESIDENT ROSTER OF MEMORY

Eqbal Ahmad * Eliot Asinof * Rudolf Baranik * Jerome Badanes * Sally Belfrage * 
Barbara Capitman * Eve Cockcroft * Ann Cooper * Jane Cooper * Amanda Davis 

* Fielding Dawson * Bert DeLeeuw * Ferd Eggan * Laura Foreman * 
Joanne Grant * Safi a Henderson-Holmes * Kim Yon Ik * Bernard Lefkowitz 

* Abdullah Malik  * Richard Margolis * Eithne McGuinness * Eve Merriam * 
Lina Newhouser * Victor Perera * Louis Shaeff er * Nora Sayre * Rose Slivka 

* Martha Tabor * Garth Tate * Stella Waitzkin * Phil Zwickler
We hope this list is complete.

Loss
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More Good Gatherings in 2011
10 YEARS + COUNTING
This spring, 10 Years + Counting, an 

artist and activist group formed dur-

ing BMC’s 2010 Costs of War Focus 

Session, met to plan the creation of a dy-

namic online space using art to address 

the tenth anniversary of the U.S. invasion 

of Afghanistan by exposing the myriad 

costs of war. Core attendees represented 

Iraq Veterans Against the War, Code 

Pink, American Friends Service Commit-

tee, and many other groups.

WATER COMMONS
Water commoners from Canada and the 

U.S. reconvened to assess their progress 

and map the future of their effort to 

reclaim the Great Lakes as a commons and 

public trust. Using a model that seeks to 

create a living commons in the current land-

scape, the group began to develop a strategic 

approach to the next two years. 

JUSTGREEN PARTNERSHIP
The JustGreen Partnership, comprising orga-

nizations working for environmental health 

and justice, held a strategic planning meeting 

for 2012 to craft a cohesive, collaborative 

campaign plan. They worked on creative tac-

tics such as fl ash mob actions, humorous yet 

hard-hitting video messages, accountability 

sessions between moms and politicians, and 

a detailed power map of adversaries, targets, 

and allies.

MAPPING THE RIGHT
In 1994, organizers countering right-wing 

campaigns held the three-day meeting A 

Call to Defend Democracy and Pluralism at 

BMC. This spring, those organizers returned 

with a new crop of activists to expand the 

conversation for the current climate. They 

met to identify the present confi guration 

of the U.S. radical right wing, including the 

players and organizations most involved in 

its growth and infl uence. They studied social 

and economic conditions feeding the right’s 

organizing success, with the goal of employ-

ing this knowledge to change the contexts 

allowing for the right to prosper. 

MOVEMENT BUILDING
Members of the progressive donor and activ-

ist community met to take on the current eco-

nomic and ecological crises as an opportunity 

for systematic change. Building on a process 

launched by the group’s founders two years 

earlier at BMC, they set out to promote long-

term, “transformational” efforts to replace 

the short-term, “transactional” collaborations 

that often occur by default. They addressed 

such issues as the need to better understand 

NGOs and Community Based Organizations, 

and the need for progressive philanthropy to 

confront the ideological frames of our time.

NALIP
The National Association of Latino Indepen-

dent Producers (NALIP), based in New York 

City and serving a national community of fi lm 

artists, convened a Strategic Board Retreat 

to support the professional development of 

Latino/a writers, producers, and directors. 

NALIP strives to diversify media images as a 

means to social change for Latino/a content 

creators and audiences across the media 

landscape. With multiple new board mem-

bers, and many exciting signature programs 

underway, the group held a lively examina-

tion of their strengths, needs and vision. 

ADIRONDACK WRITERS
FOCUS RESIDENCY
BMC and the Adirondack Center for Writing 

offered a four-day mini-residency for writers 

working in the Adirondacks. During their in-

troduction to the BMC Residency experience, 

participants focused on individual projects 

and shared work at nightly presentations. The 

session concluded with the fourth annual 

Adirondack Literary Awards. 

ADIRONDACK NONPROFIT 

   NETWORK
ADIRONDACK 
   ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMIT
Organizers from across the region came 

together for a summer conference 

hosted by the Adirondack Nonprofi t 

Network (ANN). The mission was to 

strengthen the partnerships between 

different kinds of nonprofi ts working to 

help communities throughout the park. 

BMC also hosted the Adirondack 

Environmental Summit in the autumn, 

seizing the one opportunity in the 

year for environmental groups in the 

region to coordinate their strategies 

in advocating for the health of the 

environment within the Blue Line.

VERMONT FIRST!
This November, BMC hosted a group of advo-

cates working to help the state of Vermont’s 

public sector in becoming an effective agent 

for environmental health. They strategized 

over future responses as the state continues 

to face numerous challenges raised by storm 

damage from Hurricane Irene, which left 

behind historic devastation in Vermont in 

September.

CHANGING THE DEBATE 
On the last weekend of the BMC season, 

organizers and activist leaders from Occupy 

Wall Street, Working Families, MoveOn, labor 

unions, community groups, some intellectu-

als, a couple of Buddhists, and others met to 

dig in on a few important questions, among 

them: How might the Occupy movement be 

strengthened? How can the space opened 

by Occupy be taken advantage of? How can 

“institutional progressives” build on the 99% 

trope, injecting it for enduring effect into U.S. 

civic and political discourse? How does any 

of this relate to next year’s elections and the 

need to build durable progressive power at 

the state and local level?

As one participant wrote to us, “All in all, 

it was an engaged and engaging weekend. 

Impressive in the combination of historical 

knowledge and youthful energy, multi-genera-

tional and multi-sectoral, this may someday be 

looked back on as one of those little known 

but historic meetings. And even if not, the 

cookies did not disappoint.”

   Participants in the 10 Years + Counting planning conference.
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Focus on Immigration

If Blue Mountain Center’s institutional “heart” expands with each new group of Residents, this year’s 

Immigration Focus Session swelled it in every dimension—and set it pumping to a hip-hop beat. The 

revolving cast of artist-activists gathered at BMC to share their work on issues of immigration and 

criminalization was organized by 2010 Resident Favianna Rodriguez, an Oakland-based graphic artist 

and co-founder of Presente.org and CultureStrike, and Cloee Cooper of the Chicago-based Center for New 

Community and the Artists Against Bigotry network. The session was remarkably diverse—personally and 

culturally, as well as in angle and artistic approach. BMC’s magic is displayed most richly in unlikely pairings, 

in unexpected juxtapositions of individuals and ways of working: An 

Argentine-born creator of wrenchingly sincere and often illegal street 

art collaborates with a Chinese-American gallery veteran and wickedly 

humorous fi ne-art printmaker to curate his fi rst “legitimate gallery 

exhibition” in her barn studio. Creativity is kindled in the intermingling 

of “high” and “low.” New avenues, new messages, and new potential 

changemakers are revealed. 

For BMC staff, some tacit assumptions were challenged. At fi rst we 

were puzzled: gather a houseful of the best young energy in the national 

immigration–art-activism scene, and the fi rst conversation we overhear 

is about Star Trek? But assumptions were left behind the next evening, as 

writer Walidah Imarisha laid out an impassioned position on the role of 

science fi ction as an artistic and intellectual exploration of social justice 

issues, especially those concerning race: All organizing is science fi ction—

we’re trying to create communities and worlds that don’t exist. 

As it had in previous Focus Residencies, the time in our space 

catered to two sets of needs—some folks came full of energy to 

work, searching for a direction to spin that work in—others came 

straight from the trenches of the full-time streetside activism circuit, 

needing to be rejuvenated and centered and to have their will and 

energy recharged. Time and freedom met those needs. The strung-

out agitators took some deep breaths, and found their way to the 

studio when they felt ready, and the folks who came eager to explore 

new directions and collaborators found their way into new working 

partnerships. The fi rst night at dinner fi lmmaker Sophia Cooper 

voiced this ongoing issue of balance well, asking the familiar 

rhetorical question, “How do I keep someplace protected enough inside to leave space for the creative 

process to keep moving?” 

The sheer number of discussions and presentations busted out by this group was staggering, as was its 

wide spectrum of works on related issues: America post-9/11, Arizona/Alabama, border issues, policy shifts, 

escalating enforcement, DREAMers, Nativism, criminalization, dissent. These topics appeared in roundtable talks, 

documentary fi lms, poetry, hip-hop, and Web content. Hands-on collaborative work produced a graphic novel 

about a genocide-avenging angel, a tongue-in-cheek video about the impact of immigrants on the environment—

improvised around the great maple on the front lawn, radical leaf silhouettes, a workshop in block-prints (age-old 

propaganda tools!) and glimmerings of an anthology and a national tour. 

The role of culture was much discussed, with charged conversations about the value of artists in the social 

justice movement, and the session was brought to a close with a beautiful ritual of gratitude led by Israel “Azul” 

Francisco Haros Lopez. In a circle cleansed with cedar smoke we gave thanks for the abundance of Blue 

Mountain Center, for each other, and for our many other blessings. We asked for strength going forward in our 

endeavors—we asked for what we need. In the smoke that purifi es and the water that remembers we found the 

center of the Center, and it felt good to put the clubhouse living room to this quietly powerful use.   

         

Leaf art and photograph by Immigration Focus Session 
artists Imin Yeh and César Maxit.
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Republic of the Congo. 
• Barbara Louise Ungar’s third 
collection of poetry was a  
best-seller after its publication by 
The Word Works in March. 
• Paul VanDeCarr is at work on 
a guide called Storytelling and 
Social Change: Strategies for 
Grantmakers. • Tom Varner is 
busy playing and teaching in 
Seattle, sometimes working with 
fellow BMC artists Wayne 
Horvitz and Paul Rucker.  
His new CD, Heaven and Hell, 
has sections born at BMC back 
in July 2000 • Mfundi Vundla’s 
noir fi lm How To Steal Two 
Million was screened at Fantastic 
Fest in Austin, TX. • In January 
Sarah Walker was appointed 
by Governor Mark Dayton to the 
Minnesota Sentencing 
Guidelines Commission, where 
she hopes to urge other 

commission members to 
reexamine fl aws in sentencing 
policy. • The Unconquered: 
In Search of the Amazon’s Last 
Uncontacted Tribes, which 
Scott Wallace began writing 
three years ago at BMC, 
was published by Crown in 
October. • Speed Weed and 
Leslie Blanco’s triplets are 
Willow Sophia, Jasmine Isabella, 
and Skye Angelica. 
• John Pitman Weber was 
awarded an honorary doctorate 
by Elmhurst College, where 
he taught for 43 years. The 
12 mosaic panels his students 
executed during the year 
were dedicated in May. • 
Dennis Weidemann's Cut 
from Plain Cloth came out in 
November. It combines personal 
stories and photos to paint a 
portrait of the ordinary protester 

at the 2011 Wisconsin worker 
protests. • Stefan Weisman’s 
critically acclaimed opera 
Darkling will be released in a 
2-CD set by Albany Records in 
November 2011. • Joe Wilkins’ 
book of poems Killing the 
Murnion Dogs is now available. 
His memoir, The Mountain and 
the Fathers, will be published in 
March 2012. • Albert Winn had 
a solo show at the Open Lens 
Gallery in Philadelphia, a group 
show at The Center for 
Photography at Woodstock 
(NY), and was the guest artist at 
Center for Jewish Studies at 
SUNY-Albany. • Kay Wood and 
Mike Silverstein’s comic The 
Origins of the Coot Avengers 
substantially exceeded its fund 

raising goal on Kickstarter with 
136 coot-loving contributors. 
• Jerilea Zempel brought her 
Homeland Security Blanket to 
the Adirondack Museum in Blue 
Mt. Lake in September, 
presenting her SUV cozy to fi t 
one of the largest vehicles on 
earth, a Dodge Durango. •

HARRIET BARLOW was thrilled to watch the 
insurgents at OWS create a true commons, 
step by step. JAMIE BARRET RILEY is 
trading the BMC woods for her own familiar 
redwoods, Occupying in NYC and DC on 
her way back west. She still thinks handmade 
mail is gonna save the world. WILL 
BEDFORD-SUTRO interned at the Solar 
Energy Industries Association in Washington, 
DC this summer and is now back at UVM. 
ALANNA COSTELLOE-KUEHN left BMC 
to explore the nation in her VW. SIS 
ELDRIDGE ran out of candy on Halloween, continues to walk 
three miles most days, and is still learning—a lot. BERRY 
FERRINGTON’s daughter Francie turns one in December. As 
she types this, ALICE GORDON is editing her sixth issue of 
Blue Notes, in her third year as BMC program director. Her 
two recent essays, on Belfast, Northern Ireland for Travel + 
Leisure, and “Barn Dance” for Th e Texas Book II (UT Press) 
come out in 2012. NICA HORVITZ was delighted to live and 
work at BMC for the whole season, where she attempted 
to garden, sent lots of letters, and grew very attached to 
the Adirondacks. SOPHIE KAZIS spent last semester living 
in Tucson, AZ, studying the border and issues related to 
migration, globalization, sustainability, and food systems. In 
February, she will return to Oberlin to complete her junior 

year. SHEILA KINNEY and Chris Marzec 
were fl ooded by Irene. Chris rolled down 
the window of his car and escaped onto the 
hood before it landed in a culvert. Meet 
them, Elinor Nauen, and Alice on Dec. 17 
at 7:30 at the Columbia University sundial 
(W. 116th) for rousing group caroling in 
Morningside Heights. KEN LANG is hitting 
the books! He is studying marine science 
and conservation at Stony Brook University. 
Th is year DIANE MCCANE acquired a new 

kitten who is happy and healthy, though 
still unnamed. She also hosted a lovely summer lunch on her 
newly expanded porch—thanks, Diane! HOLLY MULDER 
makes us envious because she gets to meet and eat with 
luminaries such as Kay Ryan in her job working for City Arts 
and Lectures. BEN STRADER is recovering from playing an 
anvil salesman in Th e Music Man at the Indian Lake Th eater 
this spring. He was also pleased to be invited to join the 
Adirondack Community Trust’s Advisory Council in May. 
ALAN STAFFORD will spend the winter traveling in the U.S. 
and abroad. SARA ZIMMERMAN’s dance performance piece 
Big Exit, a duet with Eliza Ladd, was in the Figment Festival 
on Governor’s Island in June and will be at the Chocolate 
Factory in Queeens on December 6th.

STAFF NOTES

Alice, Ken, Sophie, and Nica in July.

RESIDENT UPDATES/2011



Galeria Isabel Aninat. 
• Laurie Sandell’s new 
biography, Truth and 
Consequences: Life Inside 
the Madoff Family, was published 
in October. The book, which she 
worked on at BMC this summer, 
has been optioned by HBO to 
serve as source material for a 
fi lm starring Robert DeNiro. 
• Catherine Sasanov’s poetry 
collection, Had Slaves, was 
named a 2011 Must Read by 
the Massachusetts Center for 
the Book.  She spent her 
September residency at BMC 
working on poems related to 
slavery in Colonial New 
England. • This summer, 
for the fi rst time in 30 years, 
Tanya Selvaratnam visited 
Jaffna in the north of Sri Lanka 
where she met with drama and 
art professors at Jaffna 
University and is now starting a 
performing and visual arts 
books drive 
for their library, with a goal 
of collecting 1,000 books 
by the end of December. 
• Lynda Schor’s new book of 
short fi ction, Seduction: Stories 
of Love & Art, has been published 
by Spuyten Duyvil Press. She 
now lives in San Miguel de 
Allende, MX. 
• Bill Schuck has constructed a 
new earthwork titled Ceres at 
Stone Quarry Hill Art Park in 
Cazenovia, NY. • A solo 
show of new paintings by 
Anna Schuleit was at the 
Rhodes Art Center (MA). She is 
working on two new projects for 
2012: a set design at New York 
Live Arts with Ivy Baldwin 
Dance, and a collaboration on 
104 piano pieces and paintings 
with the composer Yotam 
Haber. • Neil Seldman 
continues to work on recycling/
composting and economic 
development projects .• Peter 
Selgin’s memoir, Confessions of a 
Left-Handed Man, was just 
published by University of Iowa 
Press/Sightline Books.  He is 
Distinguished Visiting Professor 
of Creative Writing at Rollins 
College and on the MFA Writing 

Program faculty at Antioch 
University, Los Angeles. 
• Sejal Shah is traveling in India 
this fall; her most recent essay, 
“Street Scene,” appeared in the 
September 2011 issue of The 
Kenyon Review Online. 
• Ravi Shankar’s new book 
Deepening Groove won the 2010 
National Poetry Review Prize 
and has just been published. • 

In August, 
Jeff Sharlet published Sweet 
Heaven When I Die, a collection 
of creative nonfi ction that 
includes two essays he worked 
on at BMC. He also helped bring 
OccupyWriters.com to life. • 
Gregg Shapiro's chapbook 
Gregg Shapiro: 77 is forthcoming 
in 2012 from Souvenir Spoon 
Press. He has poems in the 2011 
anthologies Windy City Queer, 
Collective Brightness, A Gay and 
Gray Anthology and Encounters: 
Poems about Race, Ethnicity and 
Identity. • Paul Shore had work 
in the exhibition “American 
Chambers: Post 90s American 
Art,” at Gyeongnam Art 
Museum in Gyeongnam, South 
Korea. • Judy Simonian has 
recently shown work at the John 
C. Hutcheson Gallery at 
Lipscomb University in Nashville. 
• Susanne Slavick’s book, Out 
of Rubble, which presents works 

by international artists and 
architects who consider the uses 
and consequences of rubble, 
came out in September. She is 
curating a traveling exhibit based 
on the book that will premiere in 
December at SPACE in 
Pittsburgh. • Work by 
Elaine Spatz-Rabinowitz was on 
10yearsandcounting.com, in the 
affi liated “No Glory” show in 
Minneapolis, and in the related 
traveling exhibition “Out of 
Rubble.” • Recent poems by 

Holly Wren Spaulding appeared 
in Michigan Quarterly Review and 
Witness. She has also completed 
a book-length manuscript of 
poems, Dear Animal, and is 
working on a collection of prose 
pieces about the art of living 
abundantly during times of 
(seeming) scarcity. • Miriam 
Stahl has been busy preparing 
for two exhibitions in Berkeley, 
and looks forward to seeing 
everyone, if not at the opening 
then maybe a chance meeting 
on the wild streets with the 
other 99% • Martin Steingesser 
is performing poetry in “Paints, 
Players and Poets,” an exhibition 
and performance program 
touring Maine. • Drawings by 
Kirsten Stolle, for a project 
aimed at raising awareness of 
the health and environmental 
impacts of genetically modifi ed 
organisms, can be seen at www.
geneticallycommodifi ed.com.

• Eric Stover received a National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
grant to work on two books:  
Hiding in Plain Sight:  The Politics 
of Pursuing War Criminals from 
Nuremberg to 9/11, to be 
published by University of 
California Press, and The End of 
Impunity? Crimes Against 
Humanity and International Justice 
in the 21st Century. • Meera 
Subramanian has moved to 
Cape Cod, where she continues 
to write about raptors and 

conservation and serves as an 
associate editor of Killing the 
Buddha. She also blogs for 
Dissent magazine. She returned 
to Kenya for a second summer 
to teach environmental 
journalism. • Naoe Suzuki 
has updated her website 
with the new work she 
completed at BMC titled, 
“Blue.” • Colors: Passages 
through Art, Asia and Nature, 
the new book by Sarah Sutro, 
was published by Blue Asia 
Press. 
• Margaret Swedish is working 
to raise awareness of our 
ecological crisis through the 
project “Spirituality and 
Ecological Hope,” and is also 
working on a third book. 

• Andy Teirstein is fi nishing a 
new opera, A Blessing on the 
Moon, premiering in February at 
the “Chutzpah! Festival of 
Performing Arts” in Vancouver. 
His music for choreographer 
Donald Byrd’s “The Beast” 
premiered at Spectrum Dance 
Theatre in Seattle this October. 
• Andrea Thome’s Pinkolandia 
was read as part of the Atlantic 
Theater Company’s Latino 
Mixfest Festival of New Plays. 
•  The short essay “Midnight,” 
by Willett Thomas, appears in 
One Word: Contemporary Writers 
on the Words They Love or 
Loathe, edited by Molly 
McQuade, Sarabande. 
• John Trotter continues 
with his Colorado River 
project; a weeklong August 
raft trip through the Grand 
Canyon in seems to be 
harkening a conclusion. 
• Meredith Turshen’s current 
project is Violence against 
Women in the Democratic 
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Resident Reverend Billy protesting Wall Street, years before its offi cial occupation. 
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Dorothy Albertini spent one 
month studying dance in 
Guinea, one writing in 
Wyoming, and many months at 
home doing the same. Here’s to 
more synchronized and un-
synchronized swimming at 
BMC. • Tom Athanasiou is still 
exhausted by the global climate 
crisis. To relax, he is working on 
his new book, subtitled A New 
Deal for the Greenhouse Century. 
• Alice Attie’s exhibition “Class 
Notes,” comprised of drawings 
made during philosophy and 
physics seminars, was shown in 
Chelsea. • Margot Badran 
edited a book titled Gender and 
Islam in Africa: Rights, Sexuality, 
and Law, and is now in Egypt 
writing a book on women in the 
Egyptian revolution. 
• Edgar Barens screened his 
documentary Prison Terminal at 
Fordham University’s Aging 
Prisoner Forum, bringing 
together researchers, policy 
makers and practitioners to 
tackle a growing yet widely 
ignored crisis: the aging prisoner 
population in the United States. 
• Peter Barnes is working on a 
book and board game 
combination called Gaiaopoly.  
The book will explain the theory 
behind “a middle class economy 
in harmony with nature,” while 
the game will demonstrate how 
it could work in practice. • This 
year Mark Barr moved from 
Austin back to Arkansas, where 
he hopes the slower pace will 
allow him to get more writing 
done. • Celia Bland’s work 
was recently published in Poetry 
International, Boston Review, 
Drunken Boat, APR and Fifth 
Wednesday. Her collaboration 
with artist Dianne Kornberg, 
/Education of the Virgin/, 
comes out next spring. 
• Karen Blomain’s second novel 
The Season of Lost Children, was 
published in July by Pearsong 
Press. • For those who missed it 
in person, Rosalyn Bodycomb’s 
multi-media installation project 
“My Aviary” comes alive in a 
video by Mark Chamberlin on 
YouTube. • George Brant’s play 
The Mourners’ Bench, written 
while at BMC, received a 
reading in NYC in November, 

and will premiere at Trinity 
Repertory Company in March.
• Katy Butler is writing a 
medical memoir about caring 
for aging parents. • Wendy 
Call’s narrative nonfi ction book 
No Word for Welcome: The 
Mexican Village Faces the Global 
Economy won the Grub Street’s 
2011 National Book Prize for 
Nonfi ction. • The success of 
Ellen Calmus’s nonprofi t El 

Rincon (“The Corner Project”) of 
Malinalco in helping Mexican 
families fi nd missing migrant 
relatives has led her to give a 
series of workshops with 
national gatherings of Mexican 
NGOs. • James Canon’s novel 
Tales from the Town of Widows, 
will be a fi lm entitled Without 
Men, starring Eva Longoria and 
Christian Slater. • Kristin Capp 
is a Fulbright Scholar in 
Photography in Namibia through 
2012. She was invited to exhibit 
at The National Art Gallery of 
Namibia, Windhoek, presenting 
the exhibition “From Soap Lake 

to Sao Paulo: Selected Black & 
White Photographs from 
Hutterite, Americana & Brasil.” 
• Chris Carlsson edited the new 
anthology Ten Years That Shook 
the City: San Francisco 1968-78 
for City Lights Books. He also 
has essays in the book, and co-
produced an audio walking tour 
through San Francisco’s Mission 
District. • The Library of 
Congress acquired four art-

works by Kristin Casaletto. 
• Elvira Clayton exhibited work 
from the art project she worked 
on at BMC, “Telling Herstory,” at 
Chashama Gallery in NYC. • 
Andrea Clearfi eld is composing 
a cantata to Tibetan melodies 
that she has been documenting 
in a remote Himalayan region of 
northern Nepal. The work 
includes members of the Tibetan 
community, and will premiere in 
Philadelphia in April. 
• Henri Cole’s new book, 
Touch, was recently published by 
Farrar, Straus & Giroux. It 
includes a poem about the 

Blue Mountain hens. 
• Christopher Cook is 
communications director for 
Norman Solomon, a progressive 
candidate for Congress in 
California, and is working on 
several political organizing 
projects and ideas for his next 
book.  • It was a highlight of 
Andres Thomas Conteris's life 
that Democracy Now‘s Amy 
Goodman joined him in 

Central America to cover, for 
the “War and Peace Report,” 
ex-President Manuel Zelaya’s 
return to Honduras after 23 
months exile.  • Neta Crawford 
participated in 10 Years + 
Counting and costsofwar.org. 
Both sites went public this year, 
and helped shape the discourse 
around the last 10 years of war. 
• Janet Culbertson recently had 
an exhibit of 27 political/
ecological works called “Vital 
Signs,” at the South Street 
Gallery in Greenport,  NY. In 
September she exhibited works 
in “Remembering 9/11” at  

Mergansers, Blue Mountain Lake, NY (2011) by Session Two Resident Mike Glier.
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Suffolk Community College in 
Riverhead, NY. • Neil Curry’s 
critical study Six Eighteenth 
Century Poets was published by 
Greenwich Exchange in 
November. • Emily Doolittle is 
on leave from teaching this 
semester to spend three months 
as an artist in residence at the 
Max Planck Center for 
Ornithology in Seewiesen, 
Germany. • Maggie Dubris’s 
book-length poem WillieWorld, 
about her time as an ambulance 
driver in the late 1980s, has just 
been released as an e-book. 
• Joseph Duemer is translating 
the 18th-century Vietnamese 
anti-war poem “Chinh Phu 
Ngam” (“The Lament of the 
Soldier’s Wife”) and hopes to 
return to Hanoi in 2012 to 
complete work on this project. • 
Carmen Einfi nger will have a 
Public Art Installation “Pot Luck” 
in the District of Nangang, Taipei 
in November, 2011. • Dierdre 
English is teaching at the 
Berkeley J-School, where they 
are always looking for talented 
would-be  magazine feature 
writers and editors. • Liz Ensz 
just started the Fiber and 
Material Studies MFA program at 
the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. • John Feffer 
performed his one-man show 
The Bird at the 2011 Capital 
Fringe Festival in Washington 
DC, and will bring it to NYC later 
this year. He also will publish a 
book on Islamophobia, Crusade 
2.0, with City Lights Books in 
March. • Elisabeth Frost’s book 
of poetry, All of Us, is out from 
White Pine Press. She’s back in 
NYC after spending 2009-10 
teaching feminist (& other) 
poetry at the University of 
Wroclaw, Poland. • Camille J. 
Gage continues her work with 
the 10 Years + Counting project 
and has launched the 10YAC 
Cultural Commons—which is 
currently calling for work in all 
media; fi nd more information at 
www.10yearsandcounting.org. • 
Nick Gandiello’s play Screen, 
written at BMC, was produced 
as part of Samuel French’s 
annual Off-Off-Broadway Play 

Festival. He is currently working 
on a screenplay with fellow 
BMC alumna Shalini Kantayya. 
• Scott Gillis has work in 30/30, 
an international juried exhibition 
that takes place every 11 years. 
• Mike Glier continues his 
Antipodes project. In 2012, he 
will be working in Glen Orchy, 
New Zealand, and in the Galicia 
region of Spain. 
• In 2011 Rory Golden had a 
solo show at Albion College. 
He is now a scholarship student 
doing studio work at the 

Manhattan Graphics Center. 
• Nancy O. Graham’s 
“somniloquies” will be 
broadcast online in March as 
part of AV Festival 2012, a 
biennial international festival 
based in Newcastle, UK, around 
the theme of slowness. 
• Alexis Pauline Gumbs and her 
partner, Julia Roxanne Wallace, 
received the fi rst grant ever from 
the new Kitchen Table Giving 
Circle for Lesbians of African 
Descent.  The grant will support 
their Mobile Homecoming 
Experiential Archive and 
Documentary Project to Amplify 
Black LGBTQ Brilliance. 
• Tim Guthrie presented 
“Extraordinary Rendition,” 
a series he worked on at the 
Prison Issue Focus Residency 
at BMC, at the Bemis Center 

for Contemporary Arts. • 
Joel Harrison premiered the 
piece he fi nished at BMC at the 
new Roulette space in Brooklyn. 
The 70-minute piece for sarode, 
percussion quartet, and jazz 
quartet is called Still Point-
Turning World (title inspired by 
fellow resident, Rick Hilles). 
• Daisy Hernandez is now 
pursuing her MFA in fi ction at 
the University of Miami and 
was a Rona Jaffe scholar in 
nonfi ction at the 2011 Bread 
Loaf Writer’s Conference. 
• David Hill’s science fi ction 
adventure Castaway on 
Temurlone is available online, for 

Nook and Kindle. 
• Adam Hochschild’s book 
To End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty 
and Rebellion, 1914-1918 was 
published by Houghton Miffl in 
Harcourt this summer. • While 
at Montalvo Arts Center, Robin 
Holcomb worked on a group of 
big band compositions for the 
Seattle Women’s  Jazz Orchestra 
and the libretto for “Smokestack  
Arias,” a pocket opera 
composed by Wayne Horvitz 
about the Everett Massacre of 
1916. • Alicia Holmes’s “A 
Small Uprising” won the 2010 
BLOOM Chapbook Contest for 
Short Fiction. • Patti Horvath 
received the Goldenberg Prize 
in Fiction at the Bellevue Literary 
Review for her story “But Now 
Am Found.” 
• Wayne Horvitz received a 

MAP grant for his project 
“55-Music and Dance in 
Concrete.” This December he 
is also opening a new music 
venue—The Royal Room  —in 
Seattle. • Ginnah Howard has 
just fi nished her book Doing 
Time Outside, part 3 of a trilogy-
in-progress. • Immy Humes is 
launching a web series reality 
show about long-term 
unemployment on Salon.com, 
and is enjoying a revival of 
Doc, which screened in 
November at the Literary Film 
Festival, Anthology in NYC, and 
Litquake in San Francisco.
• Arlene Hutton’s play Happy 
Worst Day Ever won the Macy’s 
New Play Prize and was 
presented at FringeNYC 2011. 
Running, a Fringe Encores winner 
in 2010, has been published by 
Dramatists Play Service. • 
Kayhan Irani is in Afghanistan 
training theater artists to use 
participatory theater for civic 
engagement and community 
organizing. 
She won the Compass Award 
for Women in Islam at the 
annual Betty Shabazz Awards 
ceremony this summer. 
• Denise Iris recently screened 
her fi lms at Harvard University. • 
Dahr Jamail is now working as 
an Online News Producer 
for Al Jazeera English in Doha, 
Qatar. • Simen Johan opened 
an exhibition of his new work 
at the Yossi Milo Gallery in NYC. 
• Kristin Jones and Andrew 
Ginzel’s piece “METRONOME,” 
which adorns the main façade of 
One Union Square South, was 
restored with an all new LED 
display and internal timekeeping 
system. Sabrina Jones published 
comics in two anthologies: Best 
American Comics of 2011, 
and Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular 
and the New Land. 
• Hillary Jordan's novel When 
She Woke, which she worked on 
at BMC, came out in October. 
• Rajkamal Kahlon exhibited 
35 autopsy drawings from the 
“Did You Kiss the Dead Body?” 
project at the Lambent Foun-
dation offi ces in Manhattan. She 
also showed a new installation 
and paintings in the exhibition 
“Making Mirrors: Of Bodies and 
Gazes” in Berlin. • Si Kahn’s 
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new musical play Joe Hill’s Last 
Will premiered at the Asbury 
United Methodist Church in 
Livermore, California in October. 
• Cheryl Kaplan 
is in a new documentary on 
General Motors and the history 
of the Chevrolet, which will 
be in theaters this spring. 
• Nancy Kates treasures the 
memories of her recent BMC 
residency, and is contemplating 
buying a kayak. She hopes her 
fi lm, Regarding Susan Sontag, will 
be done by the end of 2012. • 
Joy Katz’s third poetry 
collection, Just a Second Ago, will 
be published by Four Way as 
part of their 20th Anniversary 
celebration. • Tatana Kellner’s 
artists’ books B-11226: Fifty 
Years of Silence is included in the 
“Celebrating 100 Years” exhibit 
in the New York Public Library, 
on view until December 31. • 
Kim Klein continues to work on 
the project she started at BMC, 
Nonprofi ts Talking Taxes.  She 
also brought out the sixth 
edition of her book, Fundraising 
for Social Change, published 
by Jossey Bass. • Elise Kyllo 
participated as an artist and 
community guide in the painting 
of Minneapolis’s fi rst street 
mural. The result was 
a “beautiful, inspiring and 
hopefully traffi c calming mural 
on a south Minneapolis 
intersection.” • After his 
BMC residency Orin Langelle’s 
shot “Photo Essay from Vermont: 
The Recovery from Hurricane 
Irene Begins.” • Joan Larkin 
received the Poetry Society 
of America’s 2011 Shelley 
Memorial Award as well as 
the Academy of American 
Poets Fellowship.
• Adrian LeBlanc is still “in 
the trenches” with her comedy 
book. • Sujin Lee showed her 
video work in the ArtStays 
International Contemporary 
Art Festival 9 in Ptuj, Slovenia 
in August. In November, it will 
travel to the Third Off and Free 
International Film Festival in 
Seoul, Korea. • Don London 
has expanded his repertoire 
to include semantic, W3C-
compliant web design. 
• James Magruder’s second 
novel, Let Me See It, will come 

out next spring from Magnus 
Books. • Anne Makepeace’s 
new fi lm We Still Live Here, 
which tells a remarkable story of 
cultural revival by the 
Wampanoag of Southeastern 
Massachusetts, has a national 
PBS broadcast on November 17. 
•  Gary McLouth is living in Fort 
Myers, Florida and publishing a 
collection of stories, Do Not 
Harm, via thetroybookmakers.

com. 
• Daniel Meltzer’s story, 
Minutes of the Last Meeting, 
will be published on-line in 
the literary journal Prime Number 
in January. His commentary 
columns appear regularly in 
Manhattan Media newspapers 
and in the East Villager. • Philipp 
Meyer was put on The New 
Yorker’s list of the 20 Best 
Writers Under 40. His second 
novel, The Son, will be published 
in late 2012 and translated into 
twelve languages. • Lydia Millet, 

whose story collection Love in 
Infant Monkeys was a recent 
Pulitzer Prize fi nalist, has a new 
novel called Ghost Lights out this 
October. • Tai Moses edited The 
Thom Hartmann Reader, a 
selection of works by the 
renowned progressive author 
and radio host. • “So Late into 
the Night,” Elinor Nauen’s long 
poem, was published in May 
and her novel, My Marriage A to 

Z: A Big-City Romance, will 
appear in December. She 
recently earned a black belt in 
karate. • Shelly Neill has begun 
work on a new music project, 
tentatively titled “The Currency 
is Heat.” • Will Nixon has kept 
busy with his Hudson Valley 
Poetry Blog at willnixon.com. 
• Lizzie Olesker is collaborating 
with the theater artist Lenora 
Champagne on Tiny Lights: 
Memory’s Storehouse & Infi nite 
Miniature, which will be 
performed in January in 

Brooklyn. • Soldier/Many 
Wars, a photography book by 
Suzanne Opton (with an essay 
by Ann Jones), was published by 
Decode Books this year.
• Rich Orloff’s new comedy 
Engagement Rules will premiere 
in December at Detroit Rep. His 
comic revue Romantic Fools was 
produced this year in Cleveland, 
Louisville, San Antonio, and 
Madrid. • Music magazine 
The Wire recently created an 
online guide to Bob Ostertag’s 
musical works from over the 
years, which can be streamed 
directly from the web page. 
• Nation Books published 
Christian Parenti’s new book, 
Tropic of Chaos: Climate Change 
and the New Geography of 
Violence in July. •  Lori Park 
installed her fi rst large sculpture 
The Silk Weaver in London, 
where it will be exhibited for a 
year as part of the Spitalfi elds 
Public Art program. • After 
entering Tulane Law School, a 
national spotlight shone on 
Bruce Reilly for having been a 
former prisoner. In November 
he took part in the Formerly 
Incarcerated & Convicted 
People’s Movement, a gathering 
of thousands. • “Setting Science 
Aside? Obama and the 
Environment,” which Rick Piltz 
wrote at BMC, will appear in 
Index on Censorship.
• Andy Robinson published two 
new books this fall: How to Raise 
$500 to $5000 From Almost 
Anyone and, with Nancy 
Wasserman, The Board Member’s 
Easier-Than-You-Think Guide to 
Nonprofi t Finances. 
• Stuart Rome’s book of 
photographs, Signs and Wonders, 
was published this year. •  
Robert Royhl had an exhibition 
at  the Davis Dominguez Gallery 
in Tucson, AZ in October 2010 
and a show with Gesine Janzen 
at Washington County Museum 
in Portland, OR in 2011. 
• Domenica Ruta’s memoir, 
The Pretenders, which she 
worked on while at the BMC in 
2008, has recently sold to 
Speigel & Grau and is expected 
to be published December 
2012. • Marc Sapir has a solo 
show opening on December 
15th in Santiago, Chile at 
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